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My Comenius Practice in

“San Filippo” International Primary School (Italy)
Y
ear by year many young people move within Europe and around it, getting their practice, fulfilling their aims and gaining real experience in the field they have just graduated at the universities. Certainly, they should be grateful to The Lifelong Learning Programmes, which open the doors to the chance of a lifetime. 



Actually, I have never thought that I will succeed to participate in the programme like that, thus the news that I was already on the list between Comenius Assistants for the next school year, was both a surprise and a challenge as well. But I can claim that I am among the most happiest who got this great possibility to increase their personal development. I really succeeded a lot because of the ability to participate in the Lifelong Project 'Comenius Assistantship’, like many others from the moment in 2007 when the Lifelong Learning Programme started to exist. Comenius Assistantship opens borderless possibilities for those willing to get international experience, concerning about the quality of education and training in their states and trying to make a big improvement after the comeback of the practice to their home states.  
To begin with, I should say that I succeeded a lot to get into the great school, what’s more than half of the success of the project. Carrying out the assistantship at 'San Filippo’ International Primary School is a great pleasure because of its significant history and power in being innovative and modern nowadays by participating in plenty of European projects and open-minded teachers concerning about the future of their beloved pupils.
My typical week looks like that: during the week I assist in 3 schools out of the six pre-primary and six primary schools belonging to “San Filippo” International Primary School. Every day I go to San Filippo school, while once a week I had lessons at 'Rignaldello', ‘Monte Santa Maria Tiberina‘ primary schools and at the kindergarten 'Cavour‘. I really feel to be warmly accepted by teachers and schoolchildren there, thus it facilitates living abroad fully alone. Actually, it is my first experience to live on my own, but it seems to be not so difficult when you feel like living in the big family, which is everything you have when you stay abroad. All during the week I have ± 16 hours of lessons at all. I am practicing with the children from the second to the fifth grade and 5 years old children in the kindergarten. The lessons during which I assist teachers are English language, mathematics and sciences, history and geography, and physical culture. By no means, children get some knowledge about Lithuania, the country where I came from, they deepen their knowledge in other European countries than their own and learn some basics of Lithuanian language. 
Besides, I really succeeded a lot to be invited to participate in the project among "San Filippo” International Primary School and other 5 European countries: LLT Comenius Project Plurilingualism: Identity and Diversity. An Intergrated  Language Programme Project. During the week while the project was held in Città di Castello (Italy) I had got much useful information about the education system in each of these countries. Fortunately, I had a possibility to see myself how the Comenius Partnership project was proceeded and how much benefit it gives to each of the school. The last day of the project, visiting the European Parliament in Rome together with the participants of the project, I had a chance to see how the European Institution works, which is certainly the invaluable experience I got. 
Assisting teachers not only during English language lessons, but also during maths and sciences, or history and geography, let me use the well-known CLIL method. This method is greatly valuable because it helps to teach not just foreign language, but other content subjects through English language. Thus, it helps students to communicate more, as they cannot say anything in my mother tongue, also their native language and must use just English. CLIL methodology allows making the lessons different from the others, but at the same time very interacting and attracting. So, during maths lessons with the second graders we learn numbers in English, we solve different problems, also improve in making addition, subtraction, multiplication etc. Science lessons help them to get some basic knowledge about the seasons, they can expand their vocabulary of nature depending on their level. During history lessons we overview the history of Ancient Italy, Ancient Greece, we watch various videos related with them and do some class activities which make lessons diverse. 
I should mention that assistantship for me is not only assisting and teaching schoolchildren, but at the same time, a great possibility to learn and develop from teachers and pupils myself. To watch other teacher lessons is wonderful way to learn how to lead the class, organize the lesson ‘here and now’, be creative and always lively. By no means, I am lucky to get learned to use the Smartboard (an interactive whiteboard) which helps teachers to use all possible classroom activities, including videos, listening and reading tasks which is an involving way to get pupils’ interest and attention. 
Finally, after six months stay in Italy, I can already state that all the aims of Comenius Assistantship I’ve almost fulfilled: I've expanded my understanding about the European education system, moreover, I’m still improving my Italian skills at Italian language courses for foreigners, and finally, I’ve got much information about Italian country, culture, history, education system and, mainly, I am getting practical experience in teaching foreign language and presenting my country being like ‘a little ambassador’. Since my assistantship is not finished yet, I hope to do all my best that it would receive as much as possible benefit either for these schools and me.
Participation in Comenius assistantship is a life experience that I will never forget, thus I am really satisfied with this decision to try my fortune in the Lifelong Learning programme. I am also thankful very much for my university colleague Loretta who was actually the initiator and introduced me with this programme. I still feel indebted to her!
At the end, when I will be leaving home, if Italian children know where in the map of Europe is such a small country as Lithuania, what language the people living there speak and if they have a wish to visit it, I will be pleased to tell that I’ve reached my aims and can comeback home with a smile on my face… No doubts, even now I can already state I will miss them all!!!
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